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Here are Paul’s words showing baptism associated with grace, mercy, or faith. The part missed by many
is that baptism is a commitment to holiness. As Peter also says that baptism is “the pledge of (to keep) a
clear conscience toward God” (1 Peter 3:21). Therefore, “how can we who died to sin live any longer in
it” (see Romans 6: 1-3)?

EPHESIANS 2:4-6
But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with
Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been
saved. And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly
realms in Christ Jesus.
COLOSSIANS 2:12-13 (a parallel passage with Ephesians 2:4-6 having similar or
identical phrases)
…having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him
through your faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead. When you were
dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive with
Christ. He forgave us all our sins….
GALATIANS 3:26-27
So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
TITUS 3:4-7
But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not
because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us
through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out
on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his
grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.
ROMANS 6
Why does Paul mention neither baptism nor the atonement of Christ in Romans
10:9,10? Because both are mentioned in Romans, chapter 6. Romans 10 is intended to
include Gentiles as well as obedient Jews, not to provide a definitive prescription for
redemption.
What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no
means! We are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? Or
don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into
his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order

that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may
live a new life.
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be
united with him in a resurrection like his. For we know that our old self was crucified
with him so that the body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should no
longer be slaves to sin— because anyone who has died has been set free from sin.
Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For we know
that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has
mastery over him. The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he
lives to God. In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in
Christ Jesus. Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil
desires. Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but
rather offer yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life;
and offer every part of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness. For sin shall
no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but under grace.
What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but under grace? By no
means! Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves,
you are slaves of the one you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to
death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God that,
though you used to be slaves to sin, you have come to obey from your heart the
pattern of teaching that has now claimed your allegiance. You have been set free
from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.
I am using an example from everyday life because of your human limitations. Just as
you used to offer yourselves as slaves to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness,
so now offer yourselves as slaves to righteousness leading to holiness. When you
were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness. What benefit did
you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in
death! But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of
God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. For the
wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

